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As always, it has been difficult to try and include everything that has happened at Penrith High during 
2004.1 am sure there will be some items omitted, but we have tried to cover as many activities as 

i possible within our limited pages.

All our contributors this year have realised that they are on a journey or quest which involves 
l, significant changes in tire many aspects of their lives. Some physical changes have been documented in

the photos herein, while other subtle changes will be noticed by individual readers over time. Think of it 
like a scrapbook of memories which you will treasure more as the years pass.

Even our cover shows the changes over the past 50+ years since the original ‘Towers’ was established 
on the school site. What a different image is represented by the digital graphics of Penrith High School 
buildings today! In the background, there is also a hint at the possible evolution of our built environment 
as it might appear in the future. Matt Tomczak has captured these ideas and created another unique and 
eye-catching design for our magazine. Awesome work. Matt!

I would like to congratulate all the contributors and busy people who have laboured long and hard in 
order to deliver this publication for you. It would not be possible without their participation, persistence 
and positive attitude. If you feel you have these qualities, why not apply to become part of our team next 
year...

Remember - you will gain more from your time at school if you participate in as many areas 
(curricular and extra-curricular) as possible, approach every task with a positive attitude and be 
prepared to create a history worth remembering. As the author Ursula LeGuin said: "It is good to have 
an end to journey toward; but it is tire journey that matters, in the end"

Ms M. Silk
v Editor
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the Principal

The cover of this year’s edition of The Towers reminds us that 
2004 celebrates the Year of the Built Environment. Government, 
industry and community groups have joined to raise awareness 
about how the buildings, places and structures in which we live, 
work and play affect our quality of life;

When thinking about the Australian environment, we often think 
of images of the beauty of Australia’s natural environment. Our 
students’ continuing commitment to Stream Watch projects and 
our annual Year 7 planting of Cumberland Plains native 
seedlings are ways our school places great importance on 
protecting and preserving our natural heritage.

Tire Year of the Built Environment extends an invitation to 
extend our vision to include our urban environments. This is an 
opportunity for all Australians to recognise how our buildings 
and towns have shaped our natural environment and our 
Australian identity. It gives us an opportunity, at Penrith High 
School, to pay particular attention to both our natural and built 
school environments.

Our beautiful magazine cover, designed this year by Matthew Tomczak, incorporates images of our school’s 
buildings. The naming of this publication is an echo of the heritage that our current school site brings with it - 
the Towers mansion was a Penrith landmark during the district’s early history, and we have woven the image 
of the towers into both our school’s consciousness and into the design of tire stairwell at the end of the music 
block, overlooking the assembly area.

This year we look to the future through the writing of a submission to the Department of Education for a 
substantial building enhancement for Penrith High School. Pointing out that there have been no building 
improvements since the school became selective in 1989, our submission has outlined substantial reasons for 
the building of a new Library, Performing Arts Centre and additional Science facilities. I thank the staff for 
their input into this submission and the vigorous support of the Parents and Citizens Association under the 
leadership of Mr Warwick Fuller and the School Council, led by Mrs Kris McLean. I hope the future editions 
of The Towers will chronicle tile gradual expansion of buildings and facilities at Penrith High School, for the 
benefit of our students.

Buildings house the lifeblood of the school - its students and staff - and once again this year has seen many 
triumphs and successes, both public and personal. On many occasions this year we have seen our students 
demonstrate by their w'ords and deeds an acute awareness of personal responsibility and concern for others - 
concern for the well-being of their friends, their fellow students, their local and global communities. We are 
very proud of the values bur students demonstrate daily, and of their many outstanding achievements 
academically and in the co-curricular life of the school. This edition of the yearbook records many of those 
successes, as our students and staff strive for the highest in all aspects of school life.

Our thanks and warmest congratulations to Ms Silk and tire many student and staff contributors to this 
fascinating collection of 2004 memories -1 am sure you will enjoy looking over the year’s many special 
events and achievements.

Mrs Wendy DePaoli 
Principal

TTie- 'T’ouv&k’S


